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e Community Associations for Environmental Sustainability (CAFES) was founded in 2010 and is a network
of local and neighbourhood environmental leaders and community builders

e Our members include representatives from urban, sub-urban and rural communities

e  The network includes over 300 individual and organizational representatives from across all wards and
over 50 neighbourhoods
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CAFES Position

CAFES supports Councillor Skalski’s motion with a proposed amendment

Key rationale:

e Resilience to droughts, extreme rainfall events, and power outages are important policy goals that help
safeguard Ottawa residents.
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Concern: Permanent Standby Generators

® Use of public dollars to finance permanent standby generators:
O Exacerbates climate change and the extreme weather it brings
o Isdirectly at odds with the purpose of the Better Homes
Ottawa program, the Climate Change Master Plan, and the
2023-2026 Strategic Plan’s commitment to a green and
resilient city.

o Non-emitting options are now available that can pay for
themselves over time.




2026-05-06

Home Battery

Example: 24 kWh battery in Metcalfe, installed in a garage
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A home battery:
e Saves money on electric bills
e Provides instantaneous whole-home
backup in an outage
e Can be paired with solar panels, EV

Comparison: Generator vs. Battery

Permanent fossil-fuel generator

* Runs on natural gas, propane, or diesel
— most fuel sourced from the U.S.

* Emissions every time it runs; locked into
fossil fuel for 20+ years.

* Loud. Needs servicing. Takes 10-30
seconds to kick in after an outage.

* No bill savings the rest of the year — pure
expense.

* Cannot participate in grid services (IESO
rules).

* Up-front cost typically $8,000-$15,000
installed.

Residential battery + (optional) solar
* No fuel. No emissions. No noise.

* Instantaneous switchover — lights don't
even blink.

* Pays back over time through bill savings
(peak-shifting, solar self-consumption).

* Strengthens the grid by reducing peak
demand — defers costly grid expansion.

* Already eligible under Better Homes Ottawa;
pairs with solar PV and EV chargers.

* Up-front cost typically $12,000-$20,000
installed (battery only).
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Proposed Amendment

PROPOSED AMENDMENT LANGUAGE
In the operative clause, strike the words "and permanently installed standby generators" and replace
with:
"and permanently installed non-emitting backup power systems, such as battery energy
storage paired with solar photovoltaic generation."”
Add a further resolved clause:
"BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Better Homes Ottawa program review include
consideration for a future education and outreach component to:
(a) raise awareness of how residents can save on energy costs and increase energy
resiliency through home retrofit investments;
(b) deliver targeted rural outreach to households heated with oil or propane on the
significant savings available by switching to cold-climate heat pumps; and
(c) provide up-to-date information on current federal and provincial incentive programs
available to Ottawa homeowners.”
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Recommendation

CAFES asks the Committee to:

’ Amend the language of the motion as suggested and support.
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Thank You

Aaron Kelly | Energy Strategist
akelly@cafesottawa.ca | cafesottawa.ca
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