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PUBLIC DELEGATION

A More Resilient, Green Ottawa
Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee

Agenda Item 8.1  Motion - Councillor I. Skalski – Rural Home Infrastructure Upgrade 
Financing 

May 7, 2026

Aaron Kelly, Energy Program Strategist

About CAFES
• Community Associations for Environmental Sustainability (CAFES) was founded in 2010 and is a network 

of local and neighbourhood environmental leaders and community builders

• Our members include representatives from urban, sub-urban and rural communities

• The network includes over 300 individual and organizational representatives from across all wards and 
over 50 neighbourhoods

CAFES Ottawa



2026-05-06

2

CAFES Position

CAFES supports Councillor Skalski’s motion with a proposed amendment

Key rationale:

• Resilience to droughts, extreme rainfall events, and power outages are important policy goals that help 
safeguard Ottawa residents.

CAFES Ottawa

Concern: Permanent Standby Generators 

● Use of public dollars to finance permanent standby generators:
○ Exacerbates climate change and the extreme weather it brings
○ Is directly at odds with the purpose of the Better Homes 

Ottawa program, the Climate Change Master Plan, and the 
2023–2026 Strategic Plan’s commitment to a green and 
resilient city.

● Non-emitting options are now available that can pay for 
themselves over time.
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Home Battery

CAFES Ottawa

Example: 24 kWh battery in Metcalfe, installed in a garage

A home battery:
● Saves money on electric bills
● Provides instantaneous whole-home 

backup in an outage
● Can be paired with solar panels, EV

Comparison: Generator vs. Battery

CAFES Ottawa

diesel
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Proposed Amendment

CAFES Ottawa

Recommendation

CAFES asks the Committee to:

Amend the language of the motion as suggested and support.

CAFES Ottawa
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Thank You

Aaron Kelly |  Energy Strategist
akelly@cafesottawa.ca  |  cafesottawa.ca


